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Media Dossier
Topic: Saddam Hussein

Summary: Saddam Hussein returned to court on Wednesday, April 5. Saddam acknowledged for the first time that he ordered the execution of 148 Shiites, among them 28 under the age of 18, in the town of Dujail in 1982. But he added that they had tried an attempt on his life. Saddam was also faced charges of genocide against the Kurds, who accused him of killing more than 100,000 people in the late 1980s. He tries to get away of the prosecution without punishment. Therefore Saddam always denounces the court as illegitimate; it was set up by the United States of America. 
Article Comparison: The Times, USA Today, Fox News

All three texts contain more or less the same. They all comment the events of April 5. Saddam Hussein returned to court and was accused of having ordered the execution of 148 Shiites. 

The Mirror article gives very little background information about this case. It just contains the facts you have to know.  It says shortly what Saddam did in the past and on court. The USA Today article gives a lot more details. On the one hand it goes into the case with the 28 under aged Shiites who were killed; on the other hand it gives information about Awad al-Bandar who is co-accused in this case. The Fox News article contains a lot of background information about what happened on court and about the accusations against Saddam Hussein. In addition you are really informed about the past events. And it contains much dialogs of the court session. 
The Mirror article just wants to give facts. It stays objective and doesn’t let a lot of people come to word, likewise the USA Today article. There are a bit more statements, but not too many. And it contains not only the statements of Saddam Hussein, but also one of his co-accused, Awad al-Bandar. The Fox News article stresses a lot of statements, especially Saddam Hussein’s. Through his statements he seems really unfriendly. For example, he said to Abdel-Rahman, one of the prosecutors “If you are scared of the interior minister, he doesn’t scare my dog”. But I don’t know, whether Fox News wanted Saddam to seem unfriendly or not. But it’s clear that the western newspapers don’t sympathise with Saddam Hussein. In the The Mirror article Moussawi becomes likely, because of the last line. Saddam cannot provoke Moussawi. The chief prosecutor seems to be really strong, calm and correct. But I would say, all the articles are more or less objective. 
In the Fox News article this case seems to be really difficult. There are no real evidences against Saddam Hussein. Unlike the other two articles, in which it seems rather clear that Saddam Hussein is going to be punished. That’s because of the detail information in the Fox News article. There you come to know a lot of statements of Saddam Hussein. So you can see that he always makes excuses for his deeds. 

There are no big differences in the language. Some of the sentences are even the same. Especially the Fox News and the USA Today article contain some of same sentences, because they are from the same news agency, the AP: Associated Press. Meanwhile The Mirror article is from the news agency Reuters.       
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